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there, all foundries, mills, shops, warehouses, or other prop-
erty that could be useful to an enemy, and to move to
Kingston. At the same time the railroad in and about At-
lanta, and between the Etowah and the Chattahoochee, was
ordered to be utterly destroyed.

" The garrisons from Kingston northward were also or-
dered to drawback to Chattanooga, taking with them all
public property and all railroad stock, and to take up the
rails from Resaca back, saving them, ready .to be replaced
whenever future interests should demand. The railroad
between the Etowah and the Oostanaula was left un-
touched, because I thought it more than probable we would
find it necessary to re-occupy the country as far forward as
the Etowah. Atlanta itself is only of strategic value as
long as it is a railroad centre; and as all the railroads lead-
ing to it are destroyed, as well as all its foundries, machine
shops, warehouses, depots, &c., it is of no more value than
any other point in North Georgia ,* whereas the line of the
Etowah, by reasons of its rivers and natural features, pos-
sesses an importance which will always continue. From
it all parts of Georgia and Alabama can be reached by
armies marching with trains down the Coosa or the Chat-
tahoochee Valleys.

"On the I2th of November, my array stood detached
and cut off from all communication with the rear. It wa
composed of four corps, the Fifteenth and Seventeenth
constituting the right wing, under Major-General O. O.
Howard; the Fourteenth and Twentieth Corps, constitut-
ing the left wing, under Major-General H. W. SlocumJ
of an aggregate strength of 60,000 infrantry; one cavalry
division, in aggregate strength 5,500, under Brigadier-
General Judson Kilpatrick, and the artillery rec^uced to the
minimum, one gun per thousand men.orse, who still remained at Rome, to destroy the bridgesit disturbed Hooker's breathing, madeton, a flourishing little town
